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"A singular and marvelous work." 
Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, The New York Times

  In March of  1965, Lieutenant Philip J. Caputo landed at Da-
nang with the first ground combat unit deployed to Vietnam. 
Sixteen months later, having served on the line in one of  mod-
ern history’s ugliest wars, he returned homephysically whole 
but emotionally wasted, his youthful idealism forever gone.

  A Rumor of  War is far more than one soldier’s story. Upon 
its publication in 1977, it shattered America’s indifference to 
the fate of  the men sent to fight in the jungles of  Vietnam. In 
the years since then, it has become not only a basic text on 
the Vietnam War but also a renowned classic in the literature 
of  wars throughout history and, as the author writes, of  “the 
things men do in war and the things war does to them.”

  Philip Caputo is an award-win-
ning journalistthe co-winner of  a 
Pulitzer Prize,and the author of  
many works of  fiction and nonfic-
tion, including A Rumor of  War, 
one of  the most highly praised 
books of  the twentieth century. 
His book, The Longest Road, was 
a New York Times bestseller. His 
novels include Acts of  Faith, The 
Voyage, Horn of  Africa, Crossers, 
and Some Rise by Sin. He and his 
wife, Leslie Ware, divide their time 
between Norwalk, Connecticut, 
and Patagonia, Arizona. 


