
THE HISTORY OF JAZZ

Gioia’s story of jazz brilliantly portrays the most leg-
endary jazz players, the break-through styles, and 
the scenes in which they evolved. From Louis Arm-
strong and Duke Ellington at the Cotton Club, Miles 
Davis’s legendary 1955 performance at the Newport 
Jazz Festival, and Ornette Coleman’s experiments 
with atonality to current innovators such as Kama-
si Washington and Esperanza Spalding, Gioia takes 
readers on a sweeping journey through the history of 
jazz. As he traces the music through the swamp lands 
of the Mississippi Delta, the red-light district of New 
Orleans, the rent parties of Harlem, the speakeasies 
of Chicago, and other key locales of jazz history, Gioia 
also makes the social contexts in which the music 
was born come alive.

New York Times -Notable Book of the Year, Ted Gioia’s The History of 
Jazz has been universally hailed as the most comprehensive and ac-

cessible history of the genre of all time.
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“Possibly the best survey to date.” — Ann Douglas, New York Times

“If you are looking for an introduction to jazz, this is it. If you know and love jazz well, 

this is your vade mecum.” — Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post

“Magnificent book” — Steve Voce, Jazz Journal

“Gioia’s history stands a good chance of becoming the standard guide 

for general readers and academics.” — Greg Tate, The Village Voice TED GIOIA


